
20 2220 22

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

2022AnnualReportOSPtp.pdf   1   9/7/22   4:01 PM



Hello and Welcome to the Fiscal Year 22 Annual Report!!

These are pivotal times for everyone.  I see it on an individual and 
collective level. Much is being asked of all of us right now and Open 
Studio Project is offering creativity as a super power and a sanctuary.

Creativity leads to solutions and new 
possibilities both of which are invaluable 
and essential now. We are reminding 
people of their capacity for creation 
through imagination, art and writing. We 
use our own art and writing process to face 
challenges and find solutions and direction 

during team meetings, as well as strategic planning. This has led to 
unprecedented growth as we have doubled in size over the past two years.          

Open Studio Project is stronger from all the challenges and changes 
we’ve seen our way through. We are working through many of the 
pressing obstacles facing our communities including the pandemic, 
rising violence, and increased need for mental health services.

Responding to community needs, one of our largest areas of develop-
ment is in the public school system where we provide much needed 
prevention and intervention. Our expansion includes Evanston Township 
High school, 14 programs in Chicago, Skokie and the Evanston public 
school systems. Another area we are broadening is accessibility, OSP 
has studio space in the 5th ward, the Robert Crown Community Center, 
and at our Original South Evanston studio and gallery. Other strategic 
directions include free programming for teens and people experiencing 
homelessness. The Annual Report highlights our year and growth in 
detail.

The hardships of the pandemic have shed more light on OSP and the 
deep need for hope and healing that our creative programming provides.

Our resilience is building. Let’s all take pride in bolstering our community 
and working together to overcome obstacles and embrace opportunities. 
 
Thank you very much for all of your energy, contributions, and continued 
support as we expand our capacity to empower everyone to connect to 
their own wellspring of creativity.

 
 Dayna Block,
 Board Chair 

 

ARTISTIC 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
FOR 2022

ART CLASSES FOR YOUTH AGES 
PRESCHOOL-5TH GRADE: 
Art & Story 25 students 
Art & Adventure 53 students 
D65 half days 22 students 
Right at School 82 students 
Summer camps 121 students
303 total students

ADULT VISUAL ARTS PROGRAMS: 
Introduction to Open Studio Process 
14 students
Art & Wellness 46 students 
Art & Renewal 18 students 
Conferences, trainings, and specialized 
workshops 154 students 
232 total students

SOCIALIZING WITH THE ARTS: 
Residencies in nine Chicago Public Schools 
308 students ages K-8, 12 weeks of art 
instruction with social-emotional learning 
goals incorporated

Evanston Township High School 
441 Students grades 9-12
749 total students

ART & ACTION COMMUNITY PARTNERS: 
Y.O.U. Evanston & Skokie 88 youth, 3-8 grade
Connections for the Homeless 54 students 
Child Care Network preschoolers, 
34 students
Cradle to Career artmaking workshops 
with partner organizations: 
YMCA  36 students 
Family Focus  21 students 
Kingsway Prep  26 students
 
Back to School Fair 30 students
289 total students

OSP served 1573 people during FY22:
1251 youth served
322 adults served
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O P E N  S T U D I O  P R O J E C T  

IMPACT STRATEGY
In FY2021 we set out to create a resiliency plan to help focus our 
efforts during the ongoing challenging time of the pandemic. We 
developed these strategies to help focus our work in FY2022:

IMPACT STRATEGY
Utilize and bring the creative process to individuals of all ages and 
backgrounds, to empower people to turn to art for personal growth 
and community wellbeing.

INTENDED IMPACT
Focus on people in transition, OSP will improve social-emotional skills 
so people can be more self-aware, build positive relationships, make 
responsible decisions, manage emotions, and show empathy

OUTCOMES
Increase mental clarity
Reduce anxiety/tensions/stressors
Increase opportunities for SEL
Create outlet for healthy expressions of emotion
A more creative, mindful & at peace community
Increase bias training & racial healing
Gain a deeper understanding for trauma-informed work

STRATEGIES FOR IMPACT
Social Emotional Learning: output
Build on Partnerships
Serve community members directly
Increase Public Awareness and Clarity on what we do
Financial Support: Create a fundraising plan

financials

T O TA L  EX PE N S E S
$387,861

   Program Services
   Management & General
   Fundraising

$204,667

$154,237

$28,957

T O TA L  R EV E N U E
$402,072

$157,595

$224,473

$8

   Contributions, Gi�s & Grants
   Program Services
   Investment Income 
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Evanston Township High School

In September 2021, with students returning to campus a�er a traumatic pandemic school 

year, OSP partnered with ETHS to establish an art studio in the Hub student center. 

During weekday lunch periods, students could drop into the OSP studio for choice-based 

art making with two OSP facilitators. The studio also offered art making to students 

a�ending the Wildkit Academy academic support program on Saturday mornings. During 

the second semester, OSP added an a�er-school art therapy group in partnership with 

the ETHS Health Center.

 

OSP instructors brought the art making process to other events in the Hub as well. At the 

LGBTQ+ Student Summit, an Open Studio instructor who is an ETHS alum shared their 

personal trans journey while leading two drawing workshops. At the Latinx Student 

Summit, another instructor led a collage workshop in Spanish that focused on expressing 

personal identity. OSP also brought Art & Renewal workshops to ETHS support staff and 

social workers.

When asked in a survey what they liked best about the Open Studio experience, many 

students expressed a sense of gratitude–even relief–for the opportunity to engage in 

creative work on their own 

terms. Common responses 

included “freedom,” “Free-

dom to do art as I feel,” and 

“Choosing what I can do.” 

Others reflected on how the 

art making process had a 

positive effect on them: “It 

calms my anxiety because I 

can focus on something”; “I 

express my feelings”; “Being 

able to make art in a judgment-free space”; “It allows me to relax before my next class.” 

Many survey respondents expressed appreciation at the wide range of materials 

available to them and the simple joy of “Being able to be creative during school.”

At the end of the school year, OSP presented a culminating exhibition at Gallery 901, 

Higher Self: Art from the ETHS Hub, which featured over 100 paintings, drawings, 

collages, and sculptures created during the school year. Highlights of the exhibit included 

a series of drawings by a freshman who developed a passion for oil pastel during her 

lunch periods in the spring; sensitive drawings by another freshman whose family was 

displaced by an apartment fire and whose work expressed great resilience; works by an 

Afghan refugee celebrating his new home; and cardboard sculptures created by a Wildkit 

Academy student channeling his passion for futuristic model vehicles.

Connections for the 
Homeless
With support from an Evanston Community 

Foundation E-Town Innovation grant, OSP 

partnered with Connections for the Homeless to 

provide weekly art groups at Hilda’s Place 

drop-in center and the Margarita Inn shelter. For 

20 weeks over the fall and winter of 2021-22, 

OSP facilitators created a safe, supportive space 

where individuals experiencing homelessness 

could choose from a variety of materials to 

express themselves and experience the benefits 

of the Open Studio process. The Hilda’s Place art 

group offered an opportunity for individuals 

experiencing chronic homelessness to decom-

press and feel restored. The Margarita Inn group 

created a genuine sense of community among 

clients rebuilding a sense of stability as shelter 

residents. OSP featured artwork from both 

program sites in the gallery exhibition Seeds of 

Change. 

After School 
Programming
OSP’s long standing partnership with Youth & 

Opportunity United (Y.O.U.) continued to deliver 

programming to Evanston and Skokie elementa-

ry and middle school students. With a�er school 

programs and summer camps, OSP expanded its 

programming to 7 Y.O.U. locations. OSP also 

partnered with Right at School to provide a�er 

school arts programming to 4 District 65 schools. 

District 69 partnered with OSP for programming 

at all 3 of the district schools, including a�er 

school and summer programs.
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Chicago Public Schools

OSP’s partnership with Chicago Public Schools continued to expand in FY22, with the 

delivery of our Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Art Curriculum to 9 schools located in 

different areas of the city. In contrast to the previous academic year, many of OSP’s CPS 

programs took place in-person, allowing our facilitators to work with students directly on 

developing their emotional regulation and socialization abilities. With many students 

struggling with the social and emotional aspects of returning to in-person learning, 

OSP’s community-oriented practices proved to be an integral part of this transition.

Over the course of our programming 

during FY22, teachers and staff members 

at participating CPS schools described 

the transition back to in-person learning 

as a challenging one. There had been 

reported behavioral issues, and struggles 

with classroom management that 

teachers had not previously experienced. 

OSP’s presence in these schools provided 

a space for students to safely explore this 

social and educational transition in a way 

that honored their emotions and 

experiences without judgment.

During the SEL classes led by OSP at 

these schools, facilitators were sure to 

discuss with students how they were 

feeling over the course of the curriculum. One student from Washington Irving Elemen-

tary expressed that she had been feeling tired and sad before participating in the SEL 

class, and when class ended she explained that she was “still feeling tired, but I had a 

pre�y good day making art”. Another student from the same school said, “I don’t think 

my art is the best, but it’s mine so I like it.” Students from Newberry Math & Science 

Academy reported that their time with OSP was “really fun and expressive”, and wrote 

facilitators a note saying, “Thank you for choosing us to make art projects. I love art. We 

all love art.”

Throughout the facilitation of this SEL curriculum, CPS students not only expressed 

excitement and relief from artmaking, but appeared to benefit significantly from the 

community environment created in the process. Not all of the students in these programs 

were interested in art, with some becoming frustrated when their art did not turn out as 

planned. These moments of struggle and frustration proved to be lessons in the impor-

tance of community– resulting in students building each other up and creating support 

systems for one another.

OSP’s 5th Ward Studio
OSP opened a new studio in Evanston’s Fi�h 

Ward in April 2022 at the Family Focus Building 

at 2010 Dewey Avenue. This milestone helps us 

achieve a primary goal of equity by providing 

accessibility to our arts programming for 

residents of the Fi�h Ward. The studio has 

been outfi�ed with art supplies and materials 

that allow participants to paint, draw, sculpt, 

and create collages. This is a major expansion 

for our organization that we believe will create 

maximum impact of bringing art to an under-

served community. 

The initial target groups we served were pre-K 

students at the CNE/YMCA Headstart and 

Kingsway Prep programs and middle school 

students a�ending the YMCA and Family Focus 

a�erschool programs. The art projects were 

infused with an age appropriate social-emo-

tional learning curriculum. The studio is a 

dedicated creative 

space that provides 

a sense of choice 

and ownership to 

users. In addition to 

studio classes, 

students journal and 

practice mindful-

ness that support 

healthy well-being. This targeted population is 

overwhelmingly minority and from families 

with limited income. Evanston students have 

experienced a higher than average level of 

trauma from the pandemic including social 

isolation, mental health issues, technology 

addiction, and social stressors. 

In addition we plan to serve clients from the 

Connections for the Homeless Young Adult 

program and have already hosted a number 

of custom workshops as this is a larger studio 

space for us. 

Chicago Public Schools Served

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

2022AnnualReportOSPtp.pdf   5   9/7/22   4:01 PM



Gallery 901 exhibits strive to increase awareness around pressing social issues to a diverse audience. 
We present exhibits of community artists and groups which celebrate the affirmative impact of the 
creative process, and which encourage positive social change. The artists, groups, and organizations 
highlight healing or transformational components to their artwork. Gallery 901 is an inclusive gallery 
that welcomes all audiences including those who may not frequent art spaces.

AUGUST 2021   Woven Stories by Bryana Bibbs
Woven Stories are weavings from the workshops of The We Were Never Alone Project. The We Were Never 
Alone Project are a weaving workshops for domestic violence victims and survivors led by survivor and textile 
artist, Bryana Bibbs. These workshops have taken place throughout Illinois at galleries and local community 
art spaces. During these free limited-participant workshops, participants weave on a cardboard loom with 
traditional and non-traditional materials, but most importantly they share their stories amongst a group of 
people who understand their stories. The mission of the project is to eliminate the stigma of being a victim 
and survivor of domestic violence. So o�en there is a significant amount of victim shaming and blaming once 
victims and survivors come forward with their stories. Therefore, the goal of this project is to create a safe, 
supportive, judgment-free community while creating woven art.  thewewereneveraloneproject.org

OCTOBER 2021   Wholeness by Anne�e O’Donnell
Artists in every form, whether they be writers, musicians, dramatists, actors, or visual artists of any medium 
have access to the Creative Source. It doesn’t take any special training or gi�s to be able to channel it; it’s 
there and it’s accessible if we take the time to approach it. When we engage with the Creative Source, we love 
ourselves into wholeness. It takes bravery and courage to do this, but there’s a freedom that comes with it, too. 
We don’t feel bound by the Earthly experience. Anne�e realized that she’d been accessing it in the creation of 
her art all along, but training with the Open Studio Project on their process, as well as studying the female 
spiritist artists aided her to put language to what she was already experiencing. Her hope is that every human 
on this Earth connects to the Creative Source during their lives. Through this experience, they will become 
whole.The works in this show were created by this process: Anne�e meditated, set intentions, created art 
while listening to music, witnessed the images. Love yourself into wholeness.

DECEMBER 2021   Notice by Hannah Litvan
A series of paintings exploring physical and emotional self-observation. Emotions are valid, sacred, and scary. 
I am floating in the eternal struggle of my own expectations of my life, my feelings, and my physical being. 
Building an honest relationship is difficult even with ourselves. We must be truthful and kind; a difficult 
combination. It takes work, time, and love, but I hold on to hope for growth.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022   Homing Maps: A Study in Wayfinding by Vanessa Filley
In a time that feels chaotic, confusing and contradictory, finding one’s way can be filled with complicated and 
challenging decisions.  Artist Vanessa Filley’s work over the last two years has turned away from figurative 
photography and toward a form of energetic way finding.  She has moved through cu�ing up photographs into 
abstract forms, pricking paper with pins to create something from nothing into pencil, pinprick and watercolor 
drawings as a way to understand, explore and harness the energy of living. At the core of her current work is an 
inquiry into the idea that each individual is only a part of a larger whole, composed of ever shi�ing ma�er, and 
that our collective and individual actions have a ripple effect into the present and long arc of history.  Her 
drawings have a sense of the astral as they seek to mull the buzz and must of creatures and places 
intermingled, they are a path to discovery, a divining rod or a compass on this road of life.

APRIL 2022   Artopia Art Exhibition  
Group exhibit featuring local artists & friends of OSP

MAY 2022   Paintings by Connie Gillock
A decade of portrait paintings by Evanston artist Connie Gillock. Earlier works are highly detailed and more 
current work is an exploration of new materials and playful imagery.

JUNE 2022   Higher Self: Art from the Evanston Township High School Hub
For the 2021-22 school year, Open Studio Project partners with ETHS to develop a social-emotional learning 
open studio space in the student center.  The space helped students adapt to the return of in-person learning 
and enabled students to work in a safe, supportive space. This exhibit was a group show highlighting student 
work created in this space. 

Gallery 901 
Exhibitions
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ARCHITECTS  $50,000+
Ingenuity & the Creative Schools  
 Fund

SCULPTORS  $10-49,999
Art Alliance of Illinois/Illinois 
 Chamber of Commerce 
The Malkin Family
Evanston Community Foundation 
Shirk Foundation
Evanston Cradle to Career 
 COVID19 Grant 
Dorrie & John Lloyd-Still 
Cari & Michael J. Sacks

PAINTERS  $5,000-9,999
City of Evanston/Evanston Arts 
Council Community Resiliency in 
 the Arts
Phillip Hall 

PRINTMAKERS  $1,000-4,999
Anonymous
Dayna Block & Joe Castro
Jodi Block & Barry Malkin
Ellen Burton 
Elizabeth Beilder Tisdahl Foundation 
HaGomel Foundation 
Allen Family Fund
Barbara & Larry Goldberg 
Evanston Arts Council Cultural 
 Fund Grant
Ted Harris 
Ian & Sarah Laing 
Ronna & Steven Zoll 

CERAMICISTS  $500-999
Bruce & Sammie Block
Caryn Block & David Pfeifer
Mary Dougherty
Mary & Paul Finnegan
Garne�a Kramer Charitable 
 Foundation
Mary & Norm Geller
Donald & Sheila Gibbins
Janet Beals Orejudos
Marcia Powers
Kenneth & Julie Sacks

COLLAGE ARTISTS  $250-499
David and Stephanie Altman
Cynthia Banfield
Sheryl & Stopher Bartol
Joann Finkelstein & David Goldberg 
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation
Cathy Grae�inger
Heidi Hillenbrand
Dan & Kay Israelite
Denise Kohn
Marilyn Malkin
Maria & Jesse Opdycke
Sheau-ming & Ian Ross

Jamie & David Schwartz
Bridget Stump
Lene & Michael Thomas
Jerome White
Vanessa Zises-Filley

SKETCHERS  $1-249
Sheri Abel
Allison Adams
Beth Adler
Steven Bernstein
Meredith Blau
Sandra Brown
Andrea Bushala & William Springer
Cal Calvird
Leonard Carr
Rachel & Adam Chiss
Mark & Mary Collins
Amy Davis & Lee Nagan
Mort & Reva Denlow
David and Denise Ellenstein
Jerald & Ellen Esrick
Hayes Ferguson
Julie Fisher
Gratch Family Fund
Lori & David Polster Charitable Fund
Johanna Garsenstein
Gillian Gibbs
Wine Goddess
Stephen Goranson
Julie Graber
Sonja Greenlee
Dan & Virginia Hansvick
Lucille Herman & Bruce Kresnoff
Dana Hirt
Indira & Karl Johnson
Sandi Johnson
Elena Kaiser
Ausrine & William Kerr
Evelyn Klein
Lori Koop
Meg Krulee
Kathy Kudla
William Laing
Sue Laue
Elizabeth Lentz
Jody Lentz
William Lentz
Norm Libman
Marilyn Lindeman
Lucy Lubinsky
Leslie Luning
Jeff & Leticia Mann
Craig & Stacy Masur
Sue & Doug McDonald
Sheila Merry
Lauren Miller
Marcy Miller
Marianne & Thomas Moberly
Becky & Thom Moore
John Moses
Mine Okano

Sarah Opdycke
Laura-Min Proctor & Ma� Brejcha
Carolyn Rai�
Maryl Rosen
Rochelle Royster
Anne Rush
Jonathan Samuels
Diane Dos Santos
Beth & Jeff Scales
Ann M. & John Searles
Ezra Shachar
Mary Tures
Louise Vick
Pa�i Vick
Leslie Warner
Valerie & Rob Weiss
Ronna Zach
Jodi Zavos
Mark & Margie Zivin

IN HONOR OF  
Honoree, donor 

Pat Allen
-Susan F. McDonald 

Pat Allen
-Bruce & Sammie Block 
-Jamie & David Schwartz 

Pat Allen
-Jamie & David Schwartz
-Ronna & Steven Zoll  
  & Zoll Charitable

Pat Allen
-Ted Harris

Pat Allen
-Ernest Byron & Antoine�e Farley

Pat Allen
-Evelyn Klein

Pat Allen
-David & Denise Ellenstein

Pat Allen
-Donald & Sheila Gibbins

Pat Allen
-Julie Fisher 

Pat Allen
-Marilyn Lindeman

Pat Allen
-Ted Harris

Pat Allen
-Lori Koop 

IN MEMORY OF 
Barbara & Larry Goldberg 
(donor) 
-Ronald Cooper
-John G. Hagman
-William Margolies
-Ray Teruel

Norman Libman (donor)
-Tom & Joie Harris

Pat Allen
-Doris Libman

ART DONORS
Beth Adler
Pamela Allen
Todd Anderson
Raissa Bailey
Anne�e Baksinskas
Dayna Block
Sophie Carlisle
Kyrie Dahlman
Levern Dahlman
Deborah Eppstein
Enid Fefer
Ren Freeman
Connie Gillock
Ted Glasoe
Sco� Greenburg
Ellen Gradman
Phillip Hall 
Ted Harris 
Carolyn Hinske
Rachel Hueffner & 
 Bu�erscotch Sewing
Mark Hurwich
Indira Johnson
Elena Kaiser
Sarah Kaiser-Amaral
Lauren Krieg
Linda Laatsch
Sarah Laing
Boruch Lev
Hannah Levine-Drizin
Deborah Newmark
Anne�e O’Donnell
Clare O’Leary
Elizabeth Pearlman
Joanna Pinsky
Rochele Royster
Ellen Schwarzbach
Jill Schoeneman-Parker
Neil Stamell
Pa�i Vick
Angela Williams 
Amy Woodbury
Jerry Woods
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open studio project
901 Sherman 
Evanston Illinois 60202
847.475.0390
info@openstudioproject.org
www.openstudioproject.org

 @OpenStudioProject

 @Open_Studio_Project

 @Open Studio Project

 @openstudioproject

ADVISORY BOARD
Jodi Block
Anya Cordell
Ellen Glassmeyer
Barbara Goldberg
Chantal Healey
Guylaine Herzig
Kay Israelite
Elena Kaiser
Marianne Moberly
Barbara Murphy
Janet Beals Orejudos
Elory Rozner
Gina Saunders
Casey Varela

HONORARY LIFE MENTOR 
Don Seiden

FACILITATORS 
Jan Ellenstein  
Lead Child Facilitator
Pa�i Vick  
Lead Adult Trainer
Joselyn Arana 
Rhie Baker-Cruz
Eli Bell
Bryana Bibbs
Erik Engel 
Saralina Kamholtz
Hannah Levine-Drizin
Anne�e O’Donnell
Gretel O’Donnell
Suze�e Payne
Hope Washinushi
Emma Zbiral-Teller

STAFF 
Sarah Laing
Executive Director

Rob Lentz
Program Director

Maira Egan
Art Therapist

Meghan Bortle
Business Manager

Jenny Palsgrove
Development & 
Communications Manager

Jill Tolentino
Bookkeeper 

CONSULTANTS
Phillip Hall 
Financial Advisor

Sue Laue
SEL Specialist

BOARD
Dayna Block
Board President 

Ted Harris
Vice President

Maria Opdycke 
Treasurer 

Bridget Stump
Secretary 

Ellen Burton
Leadership Chair

Raissa Bailey
Ravi Batista
Jeane�e Brown
Shawn Jones
Melissa Trumball-Mitchell
Marcia Powers 
Rochelle Royster

VOLUNTEERS
Anaya Klein
Dahee Lee
Nicole Brzys
Barbara Burns
Hannah Lau
Maggie McCurry
Greta Cipole�a
Sunny Dionysus
Clara Schuman
Anna Laing
Ashley Leonard
Ted Harris
Dayna Block
Suze�e Payne
Ashley Leonard
Jodi Zavos

SUMMER ASSISTANTS
Naomi Alemayehu
Bernade�e Boyle
Josephine Cline 
Asha Rodgers
Thalia Selch
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